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The  Vfilunteern  of  Vacaville^  who  aaseable 
the  ^eep^MVniTI ,  neve  •  long  history  of 
service  to  the  visually  handicapped.  This 
non*profit  eroup  of  inaates  of  the  Califor* 
nia  Medical  Facility  have  served  the  visual* 
ly  handicapped  since  1960  in  tape  recording 
teitbooks  and  other  naterials,  brailler  re¬ 
pair  and  other  services.  A  brochure  describ* 
ing  the  organization  is  available  froa  the 
address  on  the  back  page. 


Although  they  are  located  in  a  state  prison, 
the  Volunteers  of  Vacaville  receive  no  funds 
froa  the  state  and  rely  entirely  on  public 
donations  to  continue  their  work. 


History  of 
Beep  Baseball... 


Beep  Baseball  befaa  with  a  request  fro*  a 
school  for  the  blind  in  Colorado  Springs. 
Colorado  for  a  ball  that  the  students  could 
find  when  playing  asioag 
the  nselees.  Charlie 
Fairbanks,  a  Mountain 
Bell  Telephone  enployee 
with  electronics  eaper* 
lence,  deslgnel  the 
first  audio  softball  In 
1964.  Another  telephone 
conpany  enployee.  Vern* 
on  nrlnes,  also  cootrlb> 
uted  to  the  design  of 

the  ball  In  respect  to 

durability,  weight,  and 
balance. 

A  service  organisation 
of  active  and  retired 
telephone  ertployees  are 
the  original  sponsors  of  Beep  Baseball  for 
the  sightless.  The  organisation,  the  Tele* 
hone  Pioneers  of  A*erlca.  displayed  the 

eep  Baseball  at  their  1969  Assesibly.  The 
result  was  the  adoption  of  Beep  Ball  actlv* 
tty  by  nany  Pioneer  chapters. 

The  Idea  for  using  the  audio  ball  In  a  ce** 
petltlve  ga*e  was  Balph  Bock's.  a*Paclflc 
Telephone  eoployee  and  also  a  Telephone 

Pioneer.  In  1971.  Rock  created  the  tane  for 
all  ages  and  both  sexes.  With  safety  In 

••continued  on  next  page 


HISTORY  (continued).  .  . 

■  Ind,  Rock  ■odified  the  nomel  rules  of 
Baseball  slightly  to  elitainate  the  possibil¬ 
ity  of  two  players  colliding.  But,  at  the 
saae  ti«e,  he  retained  as  many  of  the  regu¬ 
lar  ways  of  playing  baseball  as  possible  so 
that  the  flavor  and  exclte»ent  of  Aaerica's 
national  sport  can  be  shared  by  the  sight¬ 
less  . 

Rock  put  together  rules  (see  the  following 
pages),  designed  a  new  baseball  diaaond, 
wrote  safety  regulations,  and  put  together 
protective  gear  such  as  face  and  chest  pro¬ 
tectors  . 

The  first  gaae  of  Pioneer  "Beep  Baseball  for 
the  Sightless"  was  played  in  San  Francisco’s 
Golden  Cate  Park  in  April  1972.  Since  then 
teaas  have  been  organized  throughout  the 
country  and  in  foreign  nations.  In  Noveaber, 
197S,  the  first  national  confrontation  was 
held,  appropriately  enough,  in  Golden  Gate 
Park  between  the  East  and  West,  when  a  teas 
froa  Minneapolis-St.  Paul  won  over  a  teaa 
froa  San  Francisco. 

The  gaae  grew  so  rapidly  that  by  1974  Rock, 
by  then  Coaalssioner  of  Beep  Baseball,  need¬ 
ed  a  reliable  source  of  Beep  Baseballs.  He 
and  Lou  Marracci,  President  of  the  Ladd 
Chapter  of  Telephone  Pioneers,  approached 
the  Volunteers  of  Vacaville  about  the  possi¬ 
bility  of  the  Volunteers  asseabling  the 
balls.  He  had  heard  of  this  group  of  prison 
inaates  and  their  long  service  to  the  visu¬ 
ally  handicapped,  who  were  one  of  the  larg¬ 
est  producers  of  recorded  aaterial  for  the 
visually  handicapped  and  other  services. 


Th«  Voliint««rt  agrv^d,  and  by  October  1974 
th«r  h«d  b«fuo  product loa  of  cb«  b«iu  and 
ch«  batof  for  tho  (•••. 


*w***^f  h»r9  produced  thoutaadt  of 
tha  balls,  and  lock  was  plaasaatly  aurprlsad 
at  tha  rasults.  Owar  a  dotan  aajor  daslaa 
changas  wara  uda  by  tha  Voluataars  uatll  aa 
alMSt  Indastructibla  ball  was  producad.  Tha 
Voluataars  hava  aada  posslbla  tha  yaaa  at  a 
fractloti  of  tha  cost  It  would  hava  otharwlsa 
hava  baaa. 


lalph  Mock  has  said  of  tha  group,  “laap 
Issaball  and  sports  for  tha  visually  haadl* 
csppad  hava  coaa  a  loug  way.  Tha  iaap  hasa- 
ball  Voluntaars  ara  tha  haart  of  tha  pro* 
grso;  In  fact,  without  than  thara  would  ba 
no  prograa.  Through  thair  Invanttvanass  thay 
hava  graatly  Incraasad  tha  quality  of  tha 
ball  without  Incraaslag  tha  production  cost, 
nra  all  vary  proud  of  than.** 

Tha  Caorga  S.  Ladd  Chaptar  of  tha  Talaphooa 
Fionaars  wara  so  luprassad  with  tha  work  of 
tha  Voluntaars  that  thay  prasantad  tha«  with 
tha  first  laap  iasaball  award;  It  was  pra* 
santad  at  tha  First  Annual  last -Vast  Com  of 
haap  Iasaball. 

Tha  Voluntaars  hava  gooa  into  othar  araas  of 
sports  aqulpoant  for  tha  visually  handicap* 
pad,  including  harf  balls  and  laap  lowllag. 
laap  lowling  was  tha  invantlon  of  tha  first 
laap  basaball  Froductlon  Suparvisor,  Frank 
Eraysar . 

Tha  ball,  and  tha  pasM.  hava  cooa  a  long  way 
sinca  it  startad,  thanks  in  Isrga  part  to 
tha  Voluntaars. 


rnles  of 
the  game. . . 

Th«  Rules  in  Brief 

Hm  aghMd  ptadtar  •  ilw  Ouar  Unptr*  caUiaq  “rum"  and  "outa". 
Ha  alao  pOtchaa  aba  “Baap  BaU"  to  tha  playar  at  bat.  Tba  battar 
Uatam  for  tba  ''bMp-bMp  "  towad  of  tha  ball,  aad  twwqa  at  tba 
•ound  Ha  baa  fW«  ainkaa  at  tba  ball  bafora  ba  la  out  Four  outs  •«' 
nra  tha  oda  A  aghiad  catcbar  aarm  to  aacort  tba  playara  to  and 
from  tba  bancb  and  alao  to  racaiva  tha  pitchaa 


Whan  tba  battar  bua  tba  ball,  tba  nqbtad  Caow  Controlar  actia 
aiaa  tha  aound  (a  oontviuoua  "l^a^-a  p"  la  any  ona  of  tba  aagbt 
baaaa  (aafaty  oonaa  aquippad  arlth  ipaabart).  Wban  ba  baara  that 
aound.  tba  battar  baada  for  that  baaa 


VOLUNTEERS  OF  VACAVlUi 


PX>.  Box  *70.  Vi 


.CA  05«U 


